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thirty, others again are always sixty*    As for
Mademoiselle Nanteuil, you will always be eighteen/
and you will always be an inginue"

C<I am quite content with my work," replied
Nanteuil^ <c but you cannot expect me to play all
ingenues with the same pleasure* There is one parts
for example^ which I long to play^ and that is Agn^s
in L'Ecole desfemmes"

At the mere mention of the name of Agnfes,
the doctor murmured delightedly from among his
cushions :

" Mes yeux ont-ils du mat pour en donner an monde ? "

u Agn&s, that* s a part if you like ! '* exclaimed
NanteuiL c< 1 have asked Pradel to give it me."

Pradel, the manager of the theatre-^ was an ex-
comedian, a wideawake^ genial fellow^ who had got
rid of his illusions and nourished no exaggerated
hopes* He loved peace> books and women. Nan-
teuil had every reason to speak well of Pradel^ and
she referred to him without any feeling of ill will,
and with frank directness.

c<It was shameful^ disgusting^ rotten of him,"
she said. "He wouldn't let me play Agings and
gave the part to FalempItL 1 must say, thoBgh^ that
when 1 asked him 1 didn*t go the right way about
it* While she knows how to tackle him, if you
like ! But what do I care ! If Pradel docsnft let